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1, East-est railroad lines whioh the Soviet are most 
likely to use in all-cutgoffensive against Western 
Burope are shown in Annex 1, An overlay showing 
alternate lines outside the Soviet Zone of Germany 
is atteched as nnex 2, A comparatively dense rafl- 
read item for cress connections and/or rerouting 
im available in the Soviet Zone of Germany. It was 


shown in the railroad map which was submitted with ea 
previous report, 


B. Most of the lines selected are double-track or single- 
traek lines which, because of their structural and 
operational facilities, allow a high standard of per- 
formance. The Germans were able to maintain a high 
treffic density ever these lines during *Yorld “ar II, 
The trackage of the lines is indigated in the Annegtes, 


3S. It le beleieved that because of their cepecity and 
accessibility from the U.5.5.R., lines 2 through ¢é 
will be used for major operations. Line & is not yet 
open for through traffic because the Nelase River 
bridge near Goerlits is still destroyed. Hgvever, the 
- Reconstruction of this bridge la planned Sq 1881, 
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The lines 7 and Se from Caliola and linea 8b and 86 
from Rumania have a limited capacity and, therefore, 
are believed to serve only as alternate lines to trans-~ 
pert Soviet units stationed in these areas, 


The lines selected in Annex 2 woulda enable the %oviets 

te reroute trains to other lines, if nesessary for 
strategic reasons er in the event of breakdowns on the 
lines, A sufficient number of lings for rerouting over 
short distances, which may become necessary for operational 
reasons or because of eneny action, ia available in the 
Soviet Zone of Germany, For example, a new by-pass to the 
north via Tub lhei de-Karow-Marzahn-Cranienbure, which has 
aiready been finished and ancther one to the south vie 
Wuhlhe de-Gruenau-Mahlow~Grossabeeren, which is under eon 


. Struetion and will probably be completed by 1 August 1952 


samt acer or ts 


were constructed for the use of the railroad jJunotion of Ber- 
lin. ‘These by~passes will facilitate the eperations of the 
Berlin junction end 4iminish ite vulnerability from enemy 
air action and/or disthrbances in the West Sectors, 


The eapasity of the lines indfeated in Annexes 1 and 2 
represents aniaverage which may be reached and maintained 
over a period of several weeks, The theoretical eapactty 
i@ higher then the actual capacity, because in addition 
to the military traffic, the lines will also have to handle: 
the railroad operational traffic, 1.04, empty rolling stock, 
traing for the coal supply, empty locomotives, eto; the 
economic freight traffie for industry, agriculture, and 
Bupply of the Civilian population; and ofvilian and army 
personnel traffic, although thig will be liniited. It is 
asidle to restrict the other eatesovies of traffio and thus 
norease the volume of the military traffic for a short 
period of tine, However, this “411 only be possible under 
exceptional circumstances for only short pertods. 2duri 


the massing of troops against the U.8.5.R. in Wotld War IT, 


the Germans maintained a traffie density of 45 trains daily 
on lines 1 through 6 for about six weeks, This, however, 


 Becesaitated restrictions on the economic and civilian 
traffic which could not have been maintained over s prolonged 


period of time, 
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A train weighs of 1,200 metric tons was previcusly 
fixed as the maximum for transit traffic through 
Poland, but, effective li“ay 1951, 1% was increased 
to 1,500 metric tens. This would mean a load capae 
city of approximately 1,000 tona per train. It 


, @annet be predicted whether it will be possible te 
maintain this capacity on all lines and treins in | 


she event of war, The Germans maintained ean average 
lead oapasity of 500 to 700 tons for military trains 

during “erld Yar II, | 

The bottleneck for all westbound rail movements from 

the 0,8.5.R8, is the point where the shange from broad 


geage to normal gauge and vice versa is effected, The 
a 


transfer eapacity of these points on the western 
border of the 0.5.5.2. now amounts to e total of 32 
trains, Ywen if they are not now utilized to maximum 


4a a 4 and ewen if their eapacity could be approxi- 
mate 


oubled in the event of var, aa is believed 
saible, they would still be able te supply the lines 
y Serve with only a fraction of their capavity. 
fhis bottleneek could of course be avoided in the case 
of troop movements by detraining unite on Soviet terri- 
tery, marahing them to Polish territory and loading 
them there on sormal~gauge trains. However, it is not 
peasible to transfer supply and economic shipments 
exeept at rail change-over péints because other reil- 
reed stations do not have losding facilities and ramps. 


The estinate of dally traffic capacity Mbunnarized as 
follows: 48 trains on line 1, 48 trains on Lines, 

€0 trains on line 3, 46 trains on line 4, 468 trains 
on line 8 ( see paragraph 5), and 36 trains on line 6, 
er an estimated total of 288 trains across Telands and 
36 trains on line 7, and 48 trains on line &, or a 
pesasible total of 84 trains across Czechoslovekia and 
Austria, This would reault in a total of 372 trains, 


The losometives and normal-gauge care required for 


thie volume of traffic could be furnished from available 
Lecomotive and ear perks of the countries in the Soviet 
orbit. In this connection, 1t should be rememberad 
thet, for example, the sides of the gondola cara, which 
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